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counties, is a distinguishing mark of our Parliament. France,
Spain, and the Empire also, at one time or another, had
Estates or Diets to which representatives of dilferent classes
came, but each acted by itself, for itself; each " Estate "
dealt with its own affairs only. And whereas these insti-
tutions all decayed, our Parliament grew stronger and
stronger. Its most vigorous part is the House of Commons,
and much of its vitality is due to the fact that it has always
been a national body and not divided into " Estates ". The
beginning of this was Simon de Montfort's work.
Yet after all it was the work of a rebel, and no time was
spared him to foster it.  The quarrels between him and the Fail of
young Gloucester grew keener.   Prince Edward contrived BOMUM of
to escape, and set himself to overthrow Simon.   He made wouh ana
friends with Gloucester, and promised that he would expel <i26s>am
the foreigners and rule according to law;   and Edward,
unlike his father, was known to keep his promises.   Thus
deprived of allies, Simon had only his sons and vassals to
support him. While he was struggling to raise men in Wales,
Edward, with a much larger force, got between him and his
castle of Kenilworth, where his second son was gathering
troops. Simon tried to slip back to join his son, but Edward
surprised and cut to pieces the younger de Montfort's army
at Kenilworth, and then, turning on Earl Simon, hemmed
him in at Kwsham; on three sides lay the river Avon; the
only bridge was guarded;   on the north, Edward's men
swarmed in to the attack.   Simon saw that he was lost.
" God have mercy on our souls/1 cried he, c< for our bodies
are the prince's."   He died fighting bravely against over**
whelming odds.
Since Simon's cause rested on himself alone we might
suppose that with his death his work too would perish:
hat the idea of a Parliament, extended so as to embrace
own as well as county, would be looked on as the dangerous
levice of a rebel, and accordingly be left alone for the
uture. Itis true that his party was destroyed; in the course